
The Rotary Club of Fairbanks Service Fund, with Chancellor Brian Rogers and 
Sherry Modrow, hosted a fundraising celebration in support of the Dorothy Sugg 
Rotary Scholarship at UAF. The service fund provided a generous incentive to 
donors by matching all gifts made to support the scholarship, up to $15,000. The 
event w

Chancellor’s Report

Alaska mines generously support UAF mining engineering students

A $4 million equipment donation from BP Exploration (Alaska), Inc. 
makes the UAF Community and Technical College (CTC) one of the few 
programs in the nation to o�er a working wellhead in the classroom, 
and will undoubtedly play a role for future students and the workforce. 
“The wellhead and equipment gives students in our process technology 
program the opportunity to train on the same equipment in a classroom 
environment that they will encounter in the �eld,” said Brian Ellingson, CTC 
program coordinator. John Mingé, president of BP Exploration (Alaska), 
said, “Training and hiring quali�ed Alaskans is critical to our business, and 
we believe this investment will help the excellent program at UAF be even 
better.” 

Alaska’s First University

Thanks to the signi�cant generosity of two prominent Alaska mines, the 
UAF College of Engineering and Mines (CEM) has established the Mining 
Engineering Research Endowment fund. This fund will help CEM provide 
advanced training for mining engineers and establish a steady source of 
research funding. Both mines were able to utilize the Alaska Education Tax 
Credit with their gifts to UAF.   

In August, Kinross Fort Knox pledged $990,000 ($330,000 in each of the 
next three years) in support of this fund. Doug Goering, CEM dean, said 
“UAF prides itself on working closely with industry to produce the type 
of engineering graduate who can be e�ective right out of college. We 

couldn’t do that without active 
partnerships like the one we 
have with Kinross.” Lauren 
Roberts, Kinross Gold regional vice president of North America, noted that, 
“UAF is conducting research and making gains in important areas that will pay 
dividends for the industry, Alaska and Fort Knox.”  

In addition, in September, Sumitomo Pogo JV supported this fund with a 
pledge of $1,059,000, over three years. “The mining industry constantly 
struggles with �nding knowledgeable, talented and experienced employees,” 
said Chris Kennedy, Sumitomo Pogo general manager. “Pogo has several 
engineers working on site who have attended the UAF engineering program 
and, with time spent in the �eld, are now some of Pogo’s shining stars because 
of the knowledge and training they gained at UAF.”  
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BP equipment donation fuels process technology program at UAF
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