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On May 3, 1917, Gov. Strong signed the bill to create the University of Alaska. With 
a federal land grant, the institution began as the Alaska Agricultural College and 
School of Mines. 
Over the past century, UAF has grown into a world-class, student-centered, Arctic 
research university serving more than 9,000 students every semester from Alaska 
and around the world. We have come a long way in 100 years. Current research is 
focused on solving real-life challenges facing Alaska’s communities and the circum-
polar North. 
The centennial offers us an opportunity to celebrate our rich history, but more 
importantly, it is a time to envision the kind of university we want to be in our next     
century. 
As we celebrate our first century, we are reminded of and inspired by the grit and 

determination of our founders. But, they did not do it alone. Over the years, the support from our alumni, partners, donors and 
friends has been the foundation of our success. The collaborative spirit was recently demonstrated 
through the Centennial Scholarship and Fellowship Initiative, which raised funds to help alle-


